
MINI-OX BILGE
CLEANER

Owner’s Manual



Read this manual
Inside you’ll find many helpful hints on how to use and maintain 
your product properly. Just a little preventive care on your part can 
save you time and money over the life of your Mini-OX bilge cleaner. 
These instructions may not cover every possible condition of use, 
so common sense and attention to safety is required when installing, 
maintaining, and operating this product.

 Notice Before using this product, please read this manual 
carefully and keep it for future reference.

 Caution Inspect the unit for signs of damage before use. Nicked, 
pinched or damaged power cords may result in a fire 
and/or explosion and must be repaired prior to use. 

 Caution Do not run the unit dry for extended periods of time. 
Try to choose a run time that adequately clear oil from 
the bilge but does not run the unit excessively.

 Notice The Mini-OX bilge cleaner is designed to lay flat in the 
bilge of the boat and may remain there during calm 
seas. If the vessel will be operated in rough conditions, 
remove or secure the bilge cleaner to prevent damage 
to the machine, mounting system, or surrounding 
components.

 Warning Do not use any type of household/automotive detergent 
on the disc as it may prevent it from being able to skim 
correctly. Specifically designed bilge cleaning solutions 
can be used but Bilge Clean LTD cannot guarantee that 
they will not impact the disc from skimming correctly.
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Included in box
• Bilge cleaner machine
• Power supply module

• Ramp 
• Instruction manual

Safety messages
The installer and operator must read and understand the safety 
messages in this section before continuing. If any questions arise 
about the installation or operation of this device, contact Bilge Clean 
at: info@bilgeclean.ca

Explanation of symbols
 Danger  Indicates a hazardous situation that, if not avoided, 

will result in death or serious injury. The signal word 
“DANGER” is to be limited to the most extreme 
situations.

 Warning Indicates a hazardous situation that, if not avoided, 
could result in death or serious injury.

 Caution Indicates a hazardous situation that, if not avoided, 
could result in minor or moderate injury.

 Notice Indicates information considered important but not 
hazard related.
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Operation
• The Mini-OX bilge cleaner is designed to remove oil, diesel and 

other non-flammable fluids from bilge water by skimming the 
contaminants off the surface of the water via the rotating disc and 
scraping them into the storage trough. As the storage trough fills up 
with fluid, a pump will automatically move the fluid from the storage 
trough and into a secondary storage container (not supplied).

• The bilge cleaner is designed to float in the bilge water so that it 
can maintain effective oil removal as the water level in the bilge 
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rises and falls. The pontoons are adjustable to help achieve level 
floatation, however floatation doesn’t need to be perfect, it may 
list slightly front/back or side/side depending on the particular 
install — this will not cause an issue with operation.

• The bilge cleaner may remain floating in the bilge while at dock or 
during calm seas. If the vessel will be operated in rough conditions, 
remove or secure the bilge cleaner to prevent damage to the 
machine, mounting system, or surrounding components. 
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• The bilge cleaner must be operated with the included power supply 
module. The power supply module allows the bilge cleaner to be 
run for pre-set periods of time. Press the ‘RUN’ button repeatedly 
to cycle through the available run times, displayed in hours. Times 
available are 2, 4, 6, 8, and -. With – selected, the cleaner will run 
for 24 hours. Press the stop button at anytime to stop the cleaner 
and reset the timer.

Notice The power supply module includes a 5A fuse on the positive 
battery wire. DO NOT remove or replace the fuse with a 
higher rating. A blown fuse indicates a problem with the 
unit. Contact Bilge Clean technical support.

• On each use once the storage trough has filled with enough 
contaminates, the Discharge Hand Pump should be squeezed 1–5 
times to remove any air or particulate from the pump. If the 
Discharge Hand Pump does not re-inflate after squeezing, wait for 
the pump on the unit to work for 1–2 minutes and the Discharge 
Hand Pump should re-inflate as flow occurs. Any time it seems that 
flow is not occurring, squeeze the hand pump 1–5 times. If the 
Discharge Hand Pump does not re-inflate there may be a blockage 
in the discharge line, see maintenance for details.
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Maintenance
The bilge cleaner will provide many years of reliable operation 
however to do so will require periodic maintenance. 

• The screen on the storage trough is designed to prevent large 
debris from entering and damaging the pump. The screen may 
need to be removed periodically and rinsed off. 

 Notice Do not run the pump without the screen installed or 
damage to the pump may occur.

• The pump is a peristaltic type with an internal hose which may 
require replacement. Bilge clean recommends replacing the pump 
hose once per year, or after 500 hours of skimming whichever 
comes first. Contact Bilge Clean directly for service parts.  

PERISTALTIC PUMP

COVER
REMOVED

 Notice The distance between the bilge cleaner disc and bilge 
cleaner blades has been pre-set by the factory and does 
not require adjustment. If the bilge cleaner blades have 
worn, contact Technical Support for a service kit and 
instructions on how to replace the bilge cleaner blades 
and set the gap accordingly.  
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 Notice The disc should only be cleaned by lightly wiping with 
isopropyl alcohol. Residual detergents on the disc may 
affect the unit’s ability to pickup oil.

  If the unit itself requires cleaning, use a non-abrasive, all 
purpose cleaner such as Simple Green, followed by a 
light rinse with clean water. 

• When the unit is operating, if the storage trough is full and there 
is no discharge from the oil exit line, squeeze the Discharge Hand 
Pump 1–5 times and see if any flow occurs after 3–5 minutes. If 
the hand pump does not re-inflate after a short time and no flow 
occurs, then there may be a blockage in the lines preventing flow.

 Disconnect the oil exit line from the unit and squeeze the Discharge 
Hand Pump to see if flow occurs. If no flow occurs, remove the 
check valve from the oil line and squeeze the pump to see if flow 
occurs. If flow occurs, contact us to get a replacement check valve. 

 If after the oil exit line was disconnected and the hand pump 
squeezed and flow occurs, then the blockage may be in the line 
running from the storage trough to the peristaltic pump. Remove 
the cover off the pump, remove the tube, and inspect/remove any 
blockage in tube, in the outlet from the storage through, and the 
90° elbow that runs to the oil exit line.

 If after checking all tubes, no blockage is found and unit is 
reassembled, flow is still not occurring please contact us for 
further support.
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Installation — Bilge Cleaner
The bilge cleaner unit must be mounted in the bilge, clear of any other 
obstructions as the unit will float on the surface of the bilge water. 

1. Find an area in the bilge where the bilge cleaner can float freely 
as the level of the bilge water raises and lowers. There should be 
ample clearance around the machine’s  
disc and floatation pontoons.

RAMP IN EXTENDED
POSITION

RAMP IN RETRACTED
POSITION
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 a. Keep the bilge cleaner away from sources of heat such as engine 
exhaust manifolds, as well as sources of direct water spray.

 b. The suppled stabilizer ramp will keep the bilge cleaner in position 
while allowing it to float up and down with the bilge water. The 
ramp can be mounted to any side of the bilge cleaner. The ramp 
is supplied in the retracted position, but can be extended as 
necessary to accommodate most installation situations. 

 c. For unique or temporary installations where the ramp cannot be 
used, Bilge Clean offers other mounting arrangements. Please 
visit our website or contact Bilge Clean Technical Support at 
info@bilgeclean.ca

2. The bilge cleaner will arrive with the pontoons set to the innermost 
position for shipping. Loosen the pontoon screws on both ends 
and move both pontoons outward as much as the available space 
will allow, then fine tune to achieve reasonable level side-to-side 
floatation. Tighten the pontoon mounting screws.

3. Mount the end of the ramp without the pontoon to a secure 
surface in the vessel. With the bilge water at its typical level, the 
ramp should be level to slightly downward towards the machine. 

4. Adjust the ramp length to the appropriate length.

5. Attach the machine to the ramp.

6. Adjust the position of the ramp pontoon to achieve the best 
floatation level

Notice Floatation doesn’t need to be perfect, it may list slightly 
front/back or side/side depending on the particular install — 
this will not cause an issue with operation.

7. Route the power harness, and oil exit line out of the bilge. Ensure 
enough slack so that the harness and oil line don’t pull on the 
machine unit when it floats up and down. The power harness will 
be routed to the mounting location for the power supply module. 
The oil exit line must be routed to a secondary catchment container 
where waste product will be stored before disposing of according 
to local authorities and regulation. 

Notice Make sure the oil exit line is not pinched or kinked.
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Installation — Power Supply 
Module
The power supply module is protected  
against water ingress to IP65.  
High-pressure water should not  
be directed at the unit but water  
splashes will not harm the unit. 

1. Install the power supply  
module in an area that does  
not receive direct water spray  
and is easily accessible by the  
operator. The power supply module  
harness comes with an integrated fuse  
holder and fuse installed. Connect the  
leads to a 12–24VDC source, red is  
positive (+), and black is negative (-).

Notice The power supply module includes a 5A fuse on the 
positive battery wire. DO NOT remove or replace the 
fuse with a higher rating. A blown fuse indicates a 
problem with the unit. Contact Bilge Clean technical 
support. 

 Notice If the battery harness must be shortened or lengthened, 
be sure to reinstall the fuse, or connect to another 5A 
circuit protection device. DO NOT omit the fuse or 
other circuit protection. 

  Warning Always use marine compliant components and best 
practices when installing electrical components. Failure 
to do so or to bypass or eliminate circuit protection may 
result in a fire and/or explosion.
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One year warranty
Please read all instructions before attempting to use this product.

Warranty must be activated by registering your product further details 
on registering your warranty our outlined in your terms and conditions 
obtained when purchasing the unit. For any questions regarding your 
warranty please email (info@bilgeclean.ca) or call us (1-778-441-3155).

Bilge Clean Ltd. warrants as limited herein to the original purchaser 
that each new Mini-OX bilge cleaner (the unit) shall be free of defects 
in material and workmanship for a period of one (1) year from the date 
of original purchase. This one (1) year warranty is limited to the 
Mini-OX unit and Power Module, excluding the disc, wipers, and 
tubing as these are subject to normal wear.

In the event of malfunction or failure of your Mini-OX bilge cleaner, 
simply contact Bilge Clean Ltd. via the contact information listed in 
this manual and we will provide details on how to deliver or send the 
unit, postage prepaid along with proof of purchase, within the 
warranty period of one (1) year to Bilge Clean Ltd.

Bilge Clean Ltd. reserves the right to inspect the claimed defective 
part or parts to determine if the defect or malfunction complaint is 
covered by this warranty. Bilge Clean Ltd shall, within sixty (60) days 
after receipt of product, at its option, repair and/or replace the 
defective part or parts free of charge.

This warranty shall only cover defect arising from normal usage. 
Bilge Clean Ltd. assumes no responsibility whatsoever if the unit 
should fail during the warranty period by reason of:
• Misuse, negligence, physical damage or accidents.
• Lack of maintenance (see maintenance instructions).
• Repair by any unauthorized party during the warranty period.
• Damage caused by connection to an improper input voltage.
• This unit is water resistant but not waterproof. Warranty is 

completely null and void if unit is completely submerged in water.
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Bilge Clean Ltd. makes no further warranties or representations, 
express or implied except those contained herein. No representative 
or dealer is authorized to assume any other liability regarding the 
Mini-OX bilge cleaner.

Notes
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